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~ We Gather in Worship ~ 

 

Children of  God 
Mac Powell, Tai Anderson, David Carr & Mark Lee  

©2014 Farren Love and War Publishing 

Praise to the Father of our lord Jesus Christ, 
Our God and our king; to Him we will sing. 
In his great mercy He has given us life; 
Now we can be called the children of God. 
Great is the love that the Father has given us;  
He has delivered us, he has delivered us! 

Children of God, sing your song and rejoice  
for the love that He has given us all. 
Oh, children of God through the grace of His Son, 
we have been redeemed, and we can be called: 
Children of God, children of God. 

 

The mystery is revealed to the universe;  
the Father above has proven His love. 
Now we are free from the judgment that we deserve, 
so we are called the children of God. 
Great is the love that the Father has given us;  
He has delivered us, he has delivered us! 

{Repeat Chorus} [instrumental] 
We are the saints, we are the children,  
we’ve been redeemed, we’ve been forgiven; 
We are the sons and daughters of our God. 
We are the saints, we are the children,  
we’ve been redeemed, we’ve been forgiven; 
We are the sons and daughters of our God. 

{Repeat Chorus} 
Children of God. Children of God! 

 

We are the saints, we are the children,  
we’ve been redeemed, we’ve been forgiven; 
We are the sons and daughters of our God. 
We are the saints, we are the children,  
we’ve been redeemed, we’ve been forgiven; 
We are the sons and daughters of our God. 

 

Holy Water 
Scott Cash, Andrew Bergthold, Martin Cash, Franni Cash,  

& Ed Cash ©2019 Capital CMG Paragon 
Praise Team / Chancel Choir 

God, I'm on my knees again.  
God, I'm begging “please” again.  
I need You, oh, I need You.  
Walking down these desert roads,  
water for my thirsty soul.  
I need You, oh, I need You.  

 Your forgiveness  
 is like sweet, sweet, honey on my lips,  
 like the sound of a symphony to my ears,  
 like holy water on my skin.  

 

Dead man walking, slave to sin.  
I want to know about being born again.  
I need You, oh, God, I need You. 
So take me to the riverside;  
take me under, baptize.  
I need You, oh, God, I need You. {Refrain} 

 On my skin. 
 

I don't want to abuse Your grace.  
God, I need it ev'ry day.  
It's the only thing that ever really  
makes me want to change. {Repeat section 3x} 
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 Your forgiveness  
 is like sweet, sweet, honey on my lips,  
 like the sound of a symphony  
 to my ears, like holy water.  
 Your forgiveness  
 is like sweet, sweet, honey on my lips,  
 like the sound of a symphony to my ears,  
 like holy water on my skin.  
 Yeah, it's like holy water on my skin.  
 Oh, it's like holy water. 

 

Welcome  Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith 
 

Announcements Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith 
 

House of  the Lord 
Phil Wickham & Jonathan Smith ©2021 Be Essential Songs 

Chancel Choir / Praise Team 

We worship the God who was.  
We worship the God who is. 
We worship the God who evermore will be. 
You opened the prison doors.  
You parted the raging sea. 
My God, You hold the victory, yeah. 

There’s joy in the house of the Lord.  
 There’s joy in the house of the Lord today. 
 And we won’t be quiet,  
 we shout out Your praise. 
 There’s joy in the house of the Lord.  
 Our God is surely in this place. 
 And we won’t be quiet,  
 we shout out Your praise. 
Oh, oh, we shout out Your praise. 

 

We sing to the God who heals.  
We sing to the God who saves. 
We sing to the God who always makes a way. 
‘Cause You hung upon that cross,  
then You rose up from that grave. 
My God’s still rolling stones away.  

 There’s joy in the house of the Lord.  
 There’s joy in the house of the Lord today. 
 And we won’t be quiet,  
 we shout out Your praise. 
 There’s joy in the house of the Lord.  
 Our God is surely in this place. 
 And we won’t be quiet,  
 we shout out Your praise. 

 

 There’s joy in the house of the Lord.  
 There’s joy in the house of the Lord today. 
 And we won’t be quiet,  
 we shout out Your praise. 
 There’s joy in the house of the Lord.  
 Our God is surely in this place. 
 And we won’t be quiet,  
 we shout out Your praise. 

  

Kid’s Time   
 

Far From Home We Run, Rebellious 
  Herman G. Stuempfle, 1993 / Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music 

Congregational Hymn 

 Far from home we run, rebellious,  
 seeking cities bright with dreams, 
 casting loose from love that claims us,  
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  craving life that glitters, gleams. 
Dreams that lured us on have vanished;  
freedom’s road has run its course. 
All that glittered now lies tarnished,  
robbed of joy by guilt, remorse. 
 

Long the road that winds us homeward,  
faint the hope that love still waits; 
yet the feet that once were wayward  
lead us toward familiar gates. 
Swift, a father runs to meet us,  
bearing love that covers shame. 
Sin and guilt no more defeat us;  
grace restores a home, a name. 
 

Arms, long empty, close around us  
binding hearts in warm embrace. 
Love we lost once more has found us,  
shines again from face to face. 
Bread and wine for celebration  
on the table now are spread. 
Song ascend in jubilation,  
for we live who once were dead! 

 

Prayers of  the People Rev. Barbara Hoffman
  

Holy and Gracious God,  
 You, the giver of prodigal grace, hear our thanks for the gift 
of life and for the blessings of this life, for family and friends and 
abundant love. 
 

 As we travel through the trials, the suffering and sorrow, the 
challenges and struggles, the tired time, despair and bleak places, 
bring us back to you, and abundant love.  
 

 Be with those who weep or cannot sleep, who have no 
peace, who seek release, and comfort them with abundant love. 
 

 Fill us with hope, sustained in your mercy, with patience and 
upheld by your Holy Spirit in your prodigal grace. 
 

 Transform us and all our broken ways so that we may be 
made whole, and in wholeness may we be the hands and heart of 
Christ. AMEN. 

 

And now with the confidence of the Children of God,  
let us sing the prayer Christ taught us: 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Sung Responsively  

 

Lesson: Luke 15:11-24 Lee Ann Walling, Reader 
The Parable of the Prodigal and His Brother 
Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
the wealth that will belong to me.’ So he divided his assets be-
tween them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had 
and traveled to a distant region, and there he squandered his 
wealth in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe 
famine took place throughout that region, and he began to be in 
need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of 
that region, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would 
gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the pigs were 
eating, and no one gave him anything. But when he came to his 
senses he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up 

and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 
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  called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ So he set 
off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father 
saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer wor-
thy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, 
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put 
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf 
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate, for this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began 
to celebrate. 
May this scripture inspire us all…  

 § to walk in the way that leads to life. 
 

Canticle of  Fellowship 
Craig Courtney ©1990  
Chancel Choir Anthem 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people,  
holy and dearly loved, 
Clothe yourselves with compassion,  
kindness, humility, and patience. 
Forgive each other as the Lord forgave you. 
And over all these virtues put on love. 
 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian 
love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that 
above. 
Before our Father’s throne  
we pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one. 
Our comforts and our cares. 
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts,  
that binds our hearts in love. 
 

We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens 
bear; 
And often for each other flows the sympathizing 
tear. 
When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain; 
But we shall still be joined in heart, 
And hope to meet again. 
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts, that binds our 
hearts in love. 
 

From sorrow, toil, and pain and sin we shall be free; 
And prefect love and joy  
shall reign throughout eternity. 
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts,  
that binds our hearts in love. 
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts,  
that binds our hearts in love. 

 

Prayer for Our Pastor         Lee Ann Walling         
 

Sermon   Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith 
 

Lift Every Voice and Sing 
James Weldon Johnson, 1921 / J. Rosamond Johnson, 1921 

Lift every voice and sing, till earth and Heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song  
full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song  
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full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is won. 
 

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet, 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come  
over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path  
through the blood of the slaughtered; 
Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
Thou Who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou Who hast by Thy might, led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet  
stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee. 
Lest our hearts,  
drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee. 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand, 
True to our God, true to our native land. 

 

Benediction  Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith 
 

What a Friend 
Matt Maher, Matthew Hein, Adam Parker, & Abbie Parker 

©2017 All Essential Music 
Praise Team / Chancel Choir 

Ev’rybody has trials, and temptations.  
Ev’rybody knows heartbreak, isolation. 
But we can lay our burdens down,  
lay our burdens down. 

  

What a friend we have in Jesus,  
east to west my sins are gone. 
I see grace on ev’ry horizon,  
and forever and ever His heart is my home. 

 

Ev’rybody has fears, ev’rybody got worry.  
Ev’rybody knows sorrow, devastation. 
But we can lay our burdens down,  
lay our burdens down. {Repeat Chorus} 

 

No more betrayal, for He is faithful,  
He fills me up and my cup runneth over. 
No more betrayal, for He is faithful,  
how He has proven it over and over. {Repeat bridge}  
Over and over. {Repeat Chorus 2x} 

TAG: Forever and ever His heart is my home. 
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 Annual Worship Theme 
September 2024—August 2025 

 
Hospitality 
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Joys and Concerns for your prayers 
 this Week of  February 23, 2025 

SYMPATHY 
To the Semonavick, family and friends, on the death of their 
husband and father, Bill Semonavick. 
 

CONCERNS 
California Fire Victims 
People in conflict of Israel and Gaza Strip 
People of Ukraine 
Deaf People of Ukraine 
John 
Sharon 
Nicole Anderson 
Zach & Emma Anderson 
Cody Angstadt 
Joey Augustine 
*Michael Beigay 
David Bendekovits 
*Cathy Benson 
Stacy Benson 
Linda Bingnear 
Gary Bodmer 
Robert Bodner 
*Janine Bond 
*Jeff Bond  
Mallory Banczar 
*Andy Brangenberg  
Sue Brenton 
Diane Bruce 
Kathryn Burwin 
*Tim Bush 
David Caffier 
Brenda Clarke 
Colson Cleaver 
Mary Jane Colgan 
Ian Cooper 
Lou Cox 
Cathy Crawford 
Angela Cregar 
Laurene Dalpezzo 
Fern Dzielak 
Karen Donahoe 
*Jane Drapper 
Erin Drummond 
Alan Dzilak 
Mya Douglas 
Ginny Downs 
Ayva Dudley 
*Jennifer Eden Family 
Elizabeth 
Blaine Fasnacht 
*Roni Fiedler 
Marion Ford 
Luna and Nathan Franco 
Dayna Fuller 
Fran Garside 
Linda Fink Gregory 
Dayna Faller 
Ezra Groff 
*Tom Groff 
Mark Gruber-Lebowitz 
*David Hagalin 
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*Clella Harp 
Sue Higgs 
Dahlia Hill 
Kathy Hill 
Ray Hilt 
Barb Hoffman 
Connie Hoffman 
Mickey Hoffman 
Bobby Horn 
Kate Howells 
Wayne Hudson 
Bonnie Hudson 
Lorraine Hudson 
Eric Jancheimer 
Eric Johnson 
*Sandra Kennedy 
Matthew Kenworthy 
Mary Ellen King 
Martha Kotch 
Donna Lipscomb 
*Charles LoPresto 
*Loretta Mahan 
Donald Mahon 
Jerry Mahon 
*Janet Malone 
Sean and Adrienne McCullough 
Kaitlyn McCutcheon 
Patrick McManamon 
*Jan and Marv Malone 
*Frances Mason 
Bob Mazur 
Michie Mader 
Jeff Miller 
Karen Monahan 
Aviana Aurora Montano 
*Nikki Nicholson 
Jack O‘Day 
*Ron Paxton 
*Sandy & Glenn Pierce 
Richard Pioli 
Chris Porter 
*Dan Potts 
*Annette Predeaux 
Constance Quillen 
Frank Quillen 
D. Raines 
*Frank Riley-Spillane 
Beth Rinker 
Pete Roche 
*Gary Ralph 
Jana Raup 
Judy Reich 
*Bill Robbins 
*Alyse Rogers 
John Ruff  
Herb Russell 
*John Sadler 
*Irene & Tom Safrit 
*Carl Schloegel 
Bill Semonavick 
Donna Shannn 
*Fred and Sharyn Smith 
*Loretta Smith 
Ron Soltes 
Ray Sonderfan 
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*Chet Sprague 
Mike Sprague 
Steve 
Mallory S 
*Cheryl Tarlecky 
*Mark Thompson 
Ryan Talumello 
Dean Tibbetts 
Mike Tibbetts 
Mike & Erin Tibets 
Rene Toney 
Nancy Trinkley 
*Susanne Truitt 
Annie Valenti 
Becky Vye and Family 
Lee Ann Walling 
*Peggy Waltersdorf 
Hudson Walton 
Donald Walton 
Debbie Webber 
*Tina Whaley 
Michael Wills, Sr 
*Lynne Wilmer 
*Carol Woodcock 
*Charlotte Woods 
*Claire Worrall 
*Michelle Yates 
*Jean Young 
Tiffany 
Jody  
 
 

*Church Members 
 
 

Prayers for those in Assisted Living, Homebound, Hospice 
or in Long Term Care 
*Donna Blomquist, The Moorings 
*Ann Chambers, The Moorings 
Leon Cromer, Harbor Health  
*Linda Rooney 
Quinn Smith 
Elaine Trexler 
*Janet Yabroff 
Jamie 
Bradley  
 

Servicemen/Women: 
Michael Sakurai Wills, US Army Ft. Jackson, Alaska  
Hailye Wilson, USCG Key West 
Luke Wilson, USCG Key West 
Zeb Wilson, Travis AFB 
Jacob Hudson, Quantico 
Andrew Hudson, UT ROTC 
 

College/Grad Students 
*Autumn Reynolds-Grad Student Cedar Crest College 
*Kristina Alexander, Grad Student Western Governor’s U 
Callie Juliano, U Conn 
Cole Thomas Juliano, Elon 
Noah Ryan, Delaware Tech 
*Thomas Vyas, Delaware Tech  
Griffin Barrows, Marist 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Staff & Leadership 
Church Office: 302-227-7743 (plus extension) 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith (x102) 
Pastor of Community & Communication: 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith (x103) 
Minister of Music: Doug Yetter (x106) 

Caring Minister: Mickie McManamon (x104) 
Belonging Minister: Gwen Osborne (x108) 

Youth Minister: Joy Gordy-Stith 
Minister to Deaf and Hard of Hearing: Sandy Roca 

Office Manager: Tammy Zhang (x100) 
Facilities Manager: John Hilt 

Kitchen Sexton: Maureen Knesel 
Preschool Director: Betsy Plowman (x107) 
Cemetery Superintendent: Jay Stevenson 

 
Governing Board Chair—Linda Kauffman 

Lay Leader—Todd Popham 
Finance Chair—David Hagelin 

Staff-Parish Relations Chair—Sandy Pierce 
Board of Trustees Chair—Tom Lewis 

Scheduling/Rentals & DOVs: Susan Jimenez  
 

Inviting Leadership Team 
(Inclusive Ministries, Food Ministries, Ecumeni-

cal/Interfaith, Social Justice) 
Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith and Mike Tyler 

Belonging Leadership Team 
(Small Groups, New Members/Belongings, Sunday 

School, Youth & Adult Groups) 
Gwen Osborne, Linda BenderHilt, Loretta Mahan, 

Cathie Lewis and Teri Moore 
Connecting Leadership Team 

(Worship, Music, Arts) 
Doug Yetter and Murray Archibald 

Caring Leadership Team 
(Missions, Pastoral Care Team, Care Ministries) 
Mickie McManamon, Dee Speck and Holly Reyn-

olds 
 

 

Epworth Ministry Organization 
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