
Upper Shore District Lay Servant Ministry 
Welcome to 2025 Spring Lay Academy! 

(All in-person classes) 
Open to Pen-Del and BWC Conference 

Classes invite participants to consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, 
developing future leaders, and remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices. 

Requirements to be a Certified Lay Servant: 
1. The "Basic Course" is the first course to be taken by anyone wishing to become a Lay Servant.

Credit will not be given for advanced course taken before the Basic Course. Upon completion of
the Basic Course, you will become a Local Lay Servant.

2. Local Lay Servants shall serve one full year at their local church before taking "Living Our United
Methodist Beliefs" to become a Certified Lay Servant.

3. "Living Our United Methodist Beliefs" is a mandatory course. You must complete this course
before taking any advanced course for certification.

4. To maintain your certified status, you must take a class every three years. If your certification
has lapsed, you must take the Basic Course again.

5. A minimum of 10 hours of classroom instruction for each class is required in order for the course
to be used toward the certification process.

All Classes, $40 for the class you choose 
For each class you’ve selected, please read the first two chapters of the assigned book. 

Please bring bag lunch. 

BASIC CLASS: 
• Basic Lay Class/Lay Servant Ministries

Book: Basic Lay Class/Lay Servant Ministries by Sandy Jackson and Brain Jackson 

ADVANCED CLASSES: 

• Living Our Beliefs: The United Methodist Way
Book: Living Our Beliefs: They United Methodist Way by Kenneth L. Carder 

• For The Common Good/Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts
Book: For the Common Good/Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts by Christine Harman 

• Technology Class (No book. Bring a Tablet or Laptop) 

https://www.amazon.com/Living-Our-Beliefs-United-Methodist/dp/0881775711/ref=asc_df_0881775711?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80745439392569&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4584345029296293&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Common-Good-Discovering-Spiritual-Gifts/dp/088177958X/ref=asc_df_088177958X?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=79852147415987&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583451677241708&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Servant-Ministries-Participants-Basic-Course/dp/0881776262/ref=asc_df_0881776262?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80126962060233&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583726549740138&psc=1


2025 Lay Academy Registration Form 
Registration Deadline: March 2, 2025 

CONTACT INFORMATION (Please type or print clearly): 
Name:  Email: 
Address:  Cell Phone: 

Home Phone: 

CHURCH INFORMATION (Please type or print clearly): 
Charge:  Church: 

Pastor’s Signature (REQUIRED): 

SELECT ONE: 
I am a Local Lay Servant 
I am renewing my Lay Servant Certification 
I am interested for personal use/spiritual enrichment (no certificate) 

CHOOSE YOUR CLASS/CLASSES BELOW: 
1st Choice: 2nd Choice: 

Basic Lay Class/Lay Servant Ministries Basic Lay Class/Lay Servant Ministries 
Living Our Beliefs: The United Methodist Way Living Our Beliefs: The United Methodist Way 
For The Common Good/Discovering Your Spiritual 
Gifts 

For The Common Good/Discovering Your Spiritual 
Gifts 

Technology Class Technology Class 

To get Servant credit, you must attend ALL ten hours of training. 

Mail registration forms and check or money order 
payable to Board of Laity Upper Shore to: 

Mary Ellen Harris 
720 Wheatley Rd. 

North East, MD 21901 

Location: Sudlersville UMC 103 North Church St., Sudlersville, MD 21668
When: Two Saturdays from 8:30am to 2:30pm, March 8 and March 15 

Please bring a bag lunch 

Questions? Contact Mary Ellen Harris at: meharris56@hotmail.com or (443) 553-0420 

mailto:meharris56@hotmail.com
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