
Epworth UMC
Town Hall Meeting

March 9, 2025



Little progress can be 
made by merely 
attempting to repress 
what is evil. Our greatest 
hope lies in developing 
what is good… 

Calvin Coolidge 



Agenda
• Church Updates

• UMC Advocacy

• Self-Care
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Church updates
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Financial Update
January 

Income $52,925    Expenses $69,301

Budget $81,730    Budget $78,993 

Under ($28,804)    Under ($9,692) 

This Year: 

In. $1,153,435 Exp. $527,644

Budget $574,610 Budget $542,953

Over $578,825 Under ($15,308)
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Financial Update
January 

Special Gift: $500,000

Legacy Fund: $50,000

Roof Loan: $130,000

Remainder $320,000 for Capital 
Expenditures

Team: Ministry Leaders, GB Chair, 
Committee Chairs
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Cap X Requests

WORSHIP

Sound Board

Replace 8 handheld microphones 

Hearing Assist Upgrade

Hands On control panal for the Blackmagic Video Switcher

Replace/Upgrade light control Board with remote control capabilities

Window Tinting and remote contro shades in the Sactuary 

Flying Main Speakers 
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Cap X Requests

BUILDING 

Steeple repairs

General Concrete Repairs  on sidewalks 

Gutters

Concrete work to connect existing walkways 

striping of parking lot along Holland Glade Road 

Sanctuary Ceiling repair 

split Rail Fence at new Bike Path 

Door Key Fob per door 
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Cap X Requests

KITCHEN

Dishwasher 

Gas Range 

Convection oven 

Two Industrial Refrigerators
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Other Updates
• Hired new Bookkeeper to begin April 

14

• Annual Conference Regionalization

• Coffee Convos

• Upcoming events: Easter Egg Hunt, 
Sunrise Service, Plant Sale 
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Boldy speaking truth to power from 
within our UMC faith tradition 
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Don’t ever underestimate 
the importance you can 
have because history has 
shown us that courage can 
be contagious and hope 
can take a life of its own.

Michelle Obama 



Brief History of UMC’s Social Justice



John Wesley, Methodist Founder

John Wesley’s focus on Relational Social Justice

• Anti-slavery 

• Economics and ethics: Aid to the poor, medical dispensary, blankets to prisoners, end to 

child labor

• Prison reform

• Education

One of Wesley’s greatest strengths was his ability to organize. The Methodist Societies were 

established to provide forums in which the members could help one another in living the 

Christian life, and in which they could more effectively engage in social action.
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Early Methodists

• Anti-slavery

• Protect workers with safety standards

• Abolish child labor

• Sunday school to teach reading to children

• Fair and living wage

• Sabbath

• Equal rights
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Do you accept the freedom 
and power God gives you to 
resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression in whatever 
forms they present 
themselves? 

Baptismal/Membership Vow



Current UMC Social Principles (2024)

• Umcjustice.org

• Creation care: climate change, dependence on fossil fuels, sustainable practices, food 

justice, science and traditional wisdom

• Economic care: poverty and income inequality, human trafficking and slavery responsible 

consumerism, Sabbath, corporate responsibility

• Social Community care: families, single people, human sexuality, marriage, polygamy, 

divorce, substance abuse, bullying, gambling, gender equality and diversity, 

pornography, reproductive health and abortion, racism, sexual harassment and abuse 

and assault
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Current UMC Social Principles (2024)

• Political care: 

• Government responsibilities: church and government, civil disobedience, restorative 

justice, death penalty, criminal justice, war and military service

• Basic rights and freedoms: health care, children and young people, elder care, women 

and girls, boys and men, indigenous communities, migrants and immigrants and 

refugees, people with disabilities, sexual orientation and gender identities, religious 

minorities 
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Hope will never be silent. 

Harvey Milk



Story of Eli: What are you 
willing to sacrifice? 



Resources
UMC Resources:

• General Commission on Religion and Race (gcorr.org)

• Commission on Status and Role of Women (cosrow.org)

• General Board of Church and Society (umcjustice.org)

Local Organizations: 

• Southern Delaware Alliance for Racial Justice (SDARJ)

• Speak Out Against Hate (SOAH)

• ACLU 

• Indivisible M
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Apps

• Five Calls

• Boycott (mostly to end Gaza conflict)

• Buy Black

• ACLU’s Mobile Justice

• Signal (encrypts messages)

• Countable
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Scriptures
Old Testament (Hebrew Bible)

• Micah 6:8

• Isaiah 58:6, 10, 61

• Isaiah 1:17

• Proverbs 31:8-9

• Proverbs 14:31

• Deuteronomy 10:18

• Jeremiah 22:3

• Lamentations 3:34-36

• Amos 5:24

• Psalm 82:3

• Psalm 146:7

• Psalm 34:14

• Jeremiah 29:4-7
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Scriptures
New Testament

• Matthew 25:31-46

• Luke 4:16-21

• Matthew 7:12

• Matthew 5-7

• Matthew 12:20

• Acts 10:34-35

• Philippians 2:3-4

• James 1:27

• Romans 14:19

• Romans 12:13

• 1 John 3:17

• 1 John 4:17-21

• 1 Timothy 2:1-4
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Self-Care



Means of Self-Care
Grieve

Set boundaries

Breathe

Meditate

Connect with others

Philippians 4:6-6

Serenity Prayer
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 Thank you!
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