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~ We Gather in Worship ~ 

 

Who You Say I Am 
Reuben Morgan & Ben Fielding ©2018 Hillsong Music Publishing 

Praise Team 

Who am I that the highest King would welcome me? 
I was lost but He brought me in.  
Oh, His love for me! Oh, His love for me! 

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am. 

 

Free at last, he has ransomed me.  
His grace runs deep. 
While I was a slave to sin,  
Jesus died for me. Yes, he died for me! 

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am. 
In my Father’s house, there’s a place for me. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am. 

 

I am chosen, not forsaken.  
I am who You say I am. 
You are for me, not against me.  
I am who You say I am. {Repeat section} 

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am. 
In my Father’s house, there’s a place for me. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am. 
In my Father’s house, there’s a place for me. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am. 

 

I am chosen, not forsaken. I am who You say I am. 
You are for me, not against me.  
I am who You say I am. 
I am chosen, not forsaken. I am who You say I am. 
You are for me, not against me.  
I am who You say I am. 

 

I am chosen, not forsaken. I am who You say I am. 
You are for me, not against me.  
I am who You say I am. 
I am chosen, not forsaken. I am who You say I am. 
You are for me, not against me.  
I am who You say I am. 
Oh, I am who You say I am.  
Yes, I am who You say I am. 

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am. 
In my Father’s house, there’s a place for me. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am. 

 

Thank God I Do 
Lauren Daigle, Jason Ingram, Jeffrey Bhasker, Alecia Moore  

& Nathaniel Ruess ©2023 Centricity Songs (BMI) 
Praise Team  

I've seen love come and I've seen love walk away.  
So many questions. Will anybody stay?  
It's been a hard year, so many nights in tears.  
All of the darkness, trying to fight my fears alone.  
So long alone.  

  I don't know who I'd be if I didn't know You.  
  I'd prob'bly fall off the edge.  
  I don't know where I'd go if You ever let go,  
  so keep me held in Your hands.  

 

I've started breathing. The weight is lifted here.  
With You, it's easy. My head is fin'lly clear.  
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There's nothing missing when You are by my side.  
I took the long road, but now I realize I'm home. 
With You, I'm home. {Chorus twice}  
    

You're my safe place, my hideaway.  
You're my anchor, my saving grace.  
You're my constant, my steadiness.  
You're my shelter, my oxygen. {Chorus} 
I don't know who I'd be if I didn't know You. 
Thank God, I do. {Chorus}  

 TAG: I don't know who I'd be if I didn't know You.  
  Thank God, I do. 
 

Welcome  Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith 
 

Announcements Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith 
 

River of  Life 
Ethan Hulse, Jonathan Smith, & Mac Powell  

©2021 Cashagamble Jet Music 
Praise Team / Chancel Choir 

Brothers, sisters, come on down to that river. 
Guaranteed you’ll never be the same. 
There’s a fountain flowing  
from the heart of the Savior. 
(*By the love of Jesus, everything will change) 
Let that River of Life wash it all away.  

 

If you’ve been searching, carrying burdens,  
if you’ve been lost and looking for a home. 
If you’ve been drifting, if something is missing,  
you should know that you are not alone.  

 {Repeat Chorus} 
 

Whoa. Come on down to the river. Whoa. 
 

Come as you are, no time to waste.  
Open your heart, don’t be afraid. 
Jump on in, the water is fine.  
There’s healing in the River of Life.   

     {Repeat Section / Chorus} 
 

Whoa. Come on down to the river.  
Whoa. Come on down to the river. 
Whoa. Come on down to the river. 
Whoa. Let that River of Life wash it all away. 

*Last chorus only 
 

Kid’s Time   
 

Prayer 
Epworth Bell Choir 

 

Prayers of  the People Carolyn Cattafi 
For the times we are afraid of the stranger, 
for the times we refuse the stranger, 
because we think our resources are just too meager, 

§ Lord, forgive us. 
 

For the times we stereotype the stranger 
as enemy, 
as dangerous, 
as inferior somehow, 
 § Lord, forgive us. 
 

For the times we are too busy trying to impress our guests— 
the times we think we are being hospitable, 
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  but instead serve only our own needs— 
§ Lord, forgive us. 

 

For the times we miss the gift of the stranger, 
for the times we close our door in fear, 
for the times we miss your face in the other, 
Lord, have mercy. Forgive us. 

And now with the confidence of the Children of God,  
let us pray the prayer Christ taught us: 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Spoken 
 

Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling 
Will L. Thomspon, 1880 / Arranged by Cathy Mocklebust, 2004 

Epworth Bell Choir 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,  
calling for you and for me; 
see, on the portal He’s waiting and watching,  
watching for you and for me. 

Come home, come home; (come home;)  
you who are weary, come home;  
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,  
calling, O sinner, come home! 

 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading,  
pleading for you and for me? 
Why should we linger and heed not His mercies,  
mercies for you and for me?  {Refrain} 

 

Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing,  
passing from you and from me; 
shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming,  
coming for you and for me.  {Refrain} 

 

O for the wonderful love He has promised,  
promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, He has mercy and pardon,  
pardon for you and for me. {Refrain} 

 

Lesson: Acts 16:11-15 Cathy Benson, reader 
The Conversion of Lydia 
 We therefore set sail from Troas and took a straight course 
to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to 
Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the 
Sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we sup-
posed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to 
the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lyd-
ia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of 
Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to 
listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her house-
hold were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to 
be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she pre-
vailed upon us. 
May this scripture inspire us all… 

 § to walk in the way that leads to life. 
 

Return to God 
Marty Haugen, 1991 
Chancel Choir Anthem 

Return to God with all your heart,  
the Source of grace and mercy; 
Come seek the tender faithfulness of God 

{Repeat} 
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Now the time of grace has come, the day of salvation; 
Come and learn now the way of our God. {Chorus 2x} 

 

 I will take your heart of stone 
 and place a heart within you,  
 a heart of compassion and love. {Chorus} 
 

If you break the chains of oppression,  
if you set the pris’ner free; 
If you share your bread with the hungry,  
give protection to the lost; 
Give a shelter to the homeless,  
clothe the naked in your midst, 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn.  
  {Chorus 2x} 

 

Prayer for Our Pastor        Cathy Benson 
 

Sermon   Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith 
 

God Speaking 
Ronnie C. Freeman ©2007 New Spring 

Have you ever heard a love song  
that set your spirit free?  
Have you ever watched a sunrise  
and felt you could not breathe?  
What if it's Him, what if it's God speaking?  
 

Have you ever cried a tear  
that you could not explain?  
Have you ever met a stranger  
who already knew your name?  
What if it's Him, what if its God speaking?  

 

Who knows how He’ll get a hold of us,  
get our attention to prove He is enough?  
He'll do and He'll use whatever He wants to  
to tell us, "I love you."  

 

Have you ever lost a loved one  
who you thought should still be here?  
Do you know what it feels like  
to be tangled up in fear?  
What if He's somehow involved?  
What if He's speaking through it all? {Refrain} 

 

His ways are higher. His ways are better,  
though sometimes strange.  
What could be stranger than God in a manger?  

 

 Oh, who knows how He'll get a hold of us,  
 get our attention to prove He is enough? {Refrain} 
TAG: God is speaking, "I love you." 
 

Let Us Rise 
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2005 / Conrad Kocher, 1838 

 Let us rise and seek Your way,  
 knowing love will one day win. 
 We won’t let fear rule the day;  
 we will welcome strangers in.  
 Every day, we’ll seek and find  
 countless ways to be more kind. 
 

 By Your grace, we’ll rise above  
 even in this troubled hour. 
 Where there’s hate, we’ll choose to love;  
 we will speak Your truth to power. 
 With the poor and refugee  



  

  
we will build community. 

 

 We will pray for those who lead  
 even as we take a stand. 
 We will rise with those in need,  
 seeking justice in the land. 
 We will learn and listen well  
 from the truth that others tell. 
 

We will rise and work for peace;  
we will treasure Your good earth. 
We will march, that wars may cease;  
we’ll see every person’s worth. 
God, now give us faith-filled lives  

 as we heed Your call and rise.  
 

Benediction  Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith 
 

Good God Almighty 
David Crowder, Ben Glover, & Jeff Sojka ©2021 9 T One Songs 

Praise Team / Chancel Choir 

I can’t count the times I’ve called  

Your name some broken night. 
And You showed up and patched me up  
like You do every time. 
I get amnesia,  
I forget that You keep coming around. 
Yeah, ain’t no way You’ll ever let me down. 
 

Good God Almighty, I hope You’ll find me,  
praising Your name, no matter what comes. 
‘Cause I know where I’d be  
without Your mercy, 
so I keep praising Your name  
at the top of my lungs. 
Tell me, is He good? (He’s good.)  
Tell me, is He God? (He’s God.) 
He is Good God Almighty. 

 

You say Your love goes on forever,  
that Your mercy never stops. 
So why would I assume You’d be  
somebody that You’re not? 
Like sun in the morning,  
I know You’re gonna be there every day. 
So what on earth could make me be afraid?  

{Refrain} 
 

 Praise Him in the morning,  
 praise Him in the noontime,  
 praise Him when the sun goes down. 
 Love Him in the morning,  
 love Him in the noontime,  
 love Him when the sun goes down.  
                 {Refrain} 
 

 Jesus in the morning, Jesus in the noontime,  
 Jesus when the sun goes down.  
 Jesus in the morning, Jesus in the noontime,  
 Jesus when the sun goes down. 
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 Annual Worship Theme 
September 2024—August 2025 

 
Hospitality 
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Joys and Concerns for your prayers 
 this Week of  March 23, 2025 

SYMPATHY 
To Mark Horne and Doug Yetter, family and friends, on the 
death of Mark’s brother, Bob. 
 

CONCERNS 
California Fire Victims 
People in conflict of Israel and Gaza Strip 
People of Ukraine 
Deaf People of Ukraine 
John 
Sharon 
Nicole Anderson 
Zach & Emma Anderson 
Cody Angstadt 
Joey Augustine 
*Michael Beigay 
David Bendekovits 
*Cathy Benson 
Stacy Benson 
Linda Bingnear 
*Janine Bond 
*Jeff Bond  
Mallory Banczar 
*Andy Brangenberg ,in BB Hos. 
*Anita Broccolino Family 
Diane Bruce 
*Kathryn Burwin 
Donna Bush 
*Tim Bush 
David Caffier 
Brenda Clarke 
Mary Jane Colgan 
Ian Cooper 
Lou Cox 
Angela Cregar 
Laurene Dalpezzo 
Fern Dzielak 
Karen Donahoe 
*Jane Drapper 
*Erin Drummond 
Alan Dzilak 
Mya Douglas, 14 yr old in hospice 
Ayva Dudley 
*Jennifer Eden Family 
Elizabeth 
Vicki Farrell 
Blaine Fasnacht 
*Roni Fiedler 
Horst Fischer 
Folderaiuer Family 
Marion Ford 
Luna and Nathan Franco 
Judy Fredrich 
Kim Frye 
Dayna Fuller 
Fran Garside 
Dayna Faller 
Ezra Groff 
*Tom Groff 
Mark Gruber-Lebowitz 
Sue Higgs 
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Dahlia Hill 
Kathy Hill 
Ray Hilt 
Barb Hoffman 
Bobby Horn 
Kate Howells 
Wayne Hudson 
Bonnie Hudson 
Lorraine Hudson 
Eric Jancheimer 
Eric Johnson 
*Sandra Kennedy 
Matthew Kenworthy 
Mary Ellen King 
*Donna Lipscomb 
*Charles LoPresto 
*Loretta Mahan 
Donald Mahon 
Jerry Mahon 
*Janet Malone 
Larry Mazzoni 
Sean and Adrienne McCullough 
Kaitlyn McCutcheon 
*Jan and Marv Malone 
*Frances Mason 
Bob Mazur 
Michie Mader 
Jeff Miller 
Karen Monahan 
Aviana Aurora Montano 
*Nikki Nicholson 
*Ron Paxton 
*Sandy & Glenn Pierce 
Richard Pioli 
*Chris Porter 
*Dan Potts 
*Annette Predeaux 
Rachel Psaros 
Constance Quillen 
Frank Quillen 
D. Raines 
*Frank Riley-Spillane 
Beth Rinker 
Pete Roche 
*Gary Ralph 
Jana Raup 
Judy Reich 
*Bill Robbins 
*Alyse Rogers 
John Ruff  
Herb Russell 
*John Sadler 
*Irene & Tom Safrit 
Kamdyn Schauss 
*Carl Schloegel 
Donna Shannn 
*Fred and Sharyn Smith 
*Loretta Smith 
Ron Soltes 
Ray Sonderfan 
*Chet Sprague 
Mike Sprague 
Steve 
Mallory S 
*Cheryl Tarlecky 
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*Mark Thompson 
Ryan Talumello 
Dean Tibbetts 
Mike Tibbetts 
Mike & Erin Tibets 
Rene Toney 
Nancy Trinkley 
*Susanne Truitt 
Annie Valenti 
Becky Vye and Family 
Lee Ann Walling 
*Peggy Waltersdorf 
Hudson Walton 
Donald Walton 
*Deb Weber 
*Tina Whaley 
Michael Wills, Sr 
*Lynne Wilmer 
*Carol Woodcock 
*Charlotte Woods 
*Claire Worrall 
*Michelle Yates 
*Jean Young 
Tiffany 
Jody 
Lynn and her 3 children 
 
 

*Church Members 
 
 

Prayers for those in Assisted Living, Homebound, Hospice 
or in Long Term Care 
*Donna Blomquist, The Moorings 
*Ann Chambers, The Moorings 
Leon Cromer, Harbor Health 
Jack Rollison, Comfort Care 
*Linda Rooney 
Quinn Smith 
Elaine Trexler 
*Janet Yabroff 
Jamie 
Bradley  
 

Servicemen/Women: 
Michael Sakurai Wills, US Army Ft. Jackson, Alaska  
Hailye Wilson, USCG Key West 
Luke Wilson, USCG Key West 
Zeb Wilson, Travis AFB 
Jacob Hudson, Quantico 
Andrew Hudson, UT ROTC 
 

College/Grad Students 
*Autumn Reynolds-Grad Student Cedar Crest College 
*Kristina Alexander, Grad Student Western Governor’s U 
Callie Juliano, U Conn 
Cole Thomas Juliano, Elon 
Noah Ryan, Delaware Tech 
*Thomas Vyas, Delaware Tech  
Griffin Barrows, Marist 
 



 

  

Staff & Leadership 
Church Office: 302-227-7743 (plus extension) 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith (x102) 
Pastor of Community & Communication: 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith (x103) 
Minister of Music: Doug Yetter (x106) 

Caring Minister: Mickie McManamon (x104) 
Belonging Minister: Gwen Osborne (x108) 

Youth Minister: Joy Gordy-Stith 
Minister to Deaf and Hard of Hearing: Sandy Roca 

Office Manager: Tammy Zhang (x100) 
Facilities Manager: John Hilt 

Kitchen Sexton: Maureen Knesel 
Preschool Director: Betsy Plowman (x107) 
Cemetery Superintendent: Jay Stevenson 

 
Governing Board Chair—Linda Kauffman 

Lay Leader—Todd Popham 
Finance Chair—David Hagelin 

Staff-Parish Relations Chair—Sandy Pierce 
Board of Trustees Chair—Tom Lewis 

Scheduling/Rentals & DOVs: Susan Jimenez  
 

Inviting Leadership Team 
(Inclusive Ministries, Food Ministries, Ecumeni-

cal/Interfaith, Social Justice) 
Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith and Mike Tyler 

Belonging Leadership Team 
(Small Groups, New Members/Belongings, Sunday 

School, Youth & Adult Groups) 
Gwen Osborne, Linda BenderHilt, Loretta Mahan, 

Cathie Lewis and Teri Moore 
Connecting Leadership Team 

(Worship, Music, Arts) 
Doug Yetter and Murray Archibald 

Caring Leadership Team 
(Missions, Pastoral Care Team, Care Ministries) 
Mickie McManamon, Dee Speck and Holly Reyn-

olds 
 

 

Epworth Ministry Organization 
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