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~ Welcome and Invitation
to Observe a Holy Lent ~

Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy,
weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you,
full of pity, love, and pow'r.
I will arise and go to Jesus;
he will embrace me with his arms;
In the arms of my dear Savior,
O there are ten thousand charms.

Come, ye thirsty, come, and welcome,
God's free bounty glorify;

true belief and true repentance,

every grace that brings you nigh. {Refrain}

Come, ye weary, heavy laden,

lost and ruined by the fall;

if you tarry till you're better,

you will never come at all. {Refrain/}

Lesson: Genesis 2:7-9, 15-17; Genesis 3:17-19

Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the
man became a living being. And the Lord God planted a garden in
Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had
formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life al-
soin the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil.

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man,
“You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
that you eat of it you shall die.”

And the Lord said, “Because you have...caten of the
tree about which I commanded you, You shall not ecat of
it,” cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all
the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for
you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of
your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out
of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

Guided Meditation

Confession and Forgiveness

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)

Chris Tomlin & Lonie Giglio ©2006 WorshipTogether.com
Amazing grace how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now I’m found,
was blind but now I see.

“T'was grace that taught my heart to fear

and grace my fears relieved.

How precious did that grace appeat,

the hour I first believed.
My chains are gone, I’'ve been set free.
My God, my Savior has ransomed me.
And Iike a flood His mercy reigns,
unending love, amazing grace.
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The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures.

He will my shield and portion be,

as long as life endures. {Chorus twice}

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
the sun forbear to shine.

But God, who called me here below,

will be forever mine, will be forever mine.
You are forever mine.

Lesson: Joe/ 2:1-2a, 12-14

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy moun-
tain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of
the Lord is coming, it is near—a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and thick darkness!

Yet even now, says the Lotrd, return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your
hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord your God, for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast
love, and relenting from punishment. Who knows whether he will
not turn and relent and leave a blessing behind him?

Invitation to a Fast (Pope Leo XIV
and Silent Reflection

Pope Leo XIV on Lent, “I would like to invite you to a very
practical and frequently unappreciated form of abstinence: that of
refraining from words that offend and hurt our neighbor. Let us
begin by disarming our language, avoiding harsh words and rash
judgement, refraining from slander and speaking ill of those who are
not present and cannot defend themselves. Instead, let us strive to
measure our words and cultivate kindness and respect in our fami-
lies, among our friends, at work, on social media, in political debates,
in the media and in Christian communities. In this way, words of
hatred will give way to words of hope and peace.”

Lesson: Isaiah 43:1-5a, 15-16, 18-19

But now thus says the Lord, the one who created you, O Ja-
cob, the one who formed you, O Isracl: Do not fear, for I have re-
deemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine. When you
pass through the waters, I will be with you, and through the rivers,
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall
not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am
the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt
as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are
precious in my sight and honored and I love you, I give people in
return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I
am with you...

I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your
King. Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the
mighty waters... Do not remember the former things or consider
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth;
do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers
in the desert.

Guided Meditation

Thanksgiving over Ashes
Imposition of Ashes

Be Thou My Vision

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
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Naught be all else to me save that thou art.
Thou my best thought by day and by night;
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my great Father, I thy dear child;
Thou in me dwelling, with thee reconciled.

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, now and always.
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,

High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.

Benediction

The Altar is Open

Return to Table of Contents




Annual Worship Theme
February 18 - April 5, 2026

Forgiveness & Reconciliation
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Epworth Ministry Organization

) Inviting Ezlonging

PWORTH
REHOBOTH BEACH

Explore Faith - Embrace Community
Connzciing Caring

Staff & Leadership
Church Office: 302-227-7743 (plus extension)
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith (x102)
Pastor of Community & Communication:
Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith (x103)
Minister of Music: Doug Yetter (x106)
Caring Minister: Mickie McManamon (x104)
Belonging Minister: Gwen Osborne (x108)
Youth Minister: Joy Gordy-Stith
Minister to Deaf and Hard of Hearing: Sandy Roca
Office Manager: Tammy Zhang (x100)
Bookkeeper: Bryan Warner (x105)
Facilities Manager: John Hilt
Kitchen Sexton: Maureen Knesel
Preschool Director: Betsy Plowman (x107)
Cemetery Superintendent: Jay Stevenson

Governing Board Chair—Murray Archibald
Lay Leader—Todd Popham
Finance Chair—David Hagelin
Staff-Parish Relations Chair—Dan Hoffman
Board of Trustees Chair—Tom Lewis
Scheduling/Rentals & DOVs: Tammy Zhang

Inviting Leadership Team

(Inclusive Ministries, Food Ministries, Ecumeni-
cal/Interfaith, Social Justice)
Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith and Mike Tyler
Belonging Leadership Team
(Small Groups, New Members/Belongings, Sunday
School, Youth & Adult Groups)

Gwen Osborne, Linda BenderHilt, Loretta Mahan,
Cathie Lewis and Teri Moore
Connecting Leadership Team
(Worship, Music, Arts)

Doug Yetter and Murray Archibald
Caring Leadership Team
(Missions, Pastoral Care Team, Care Ministries)
Mickie McManamon, Dee Speck and Holly Reyn-
olds
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